University of Montana

ScholarWorks at University of Montana
University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present

University Relations

8-19-1977

Fisher returns to help Grizzly defense
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases

Let us know how access to this document benefits you.
Recommended Citation
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "Fisher returns to help Grizzly defense"
(1977). University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 28523.
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/28523

This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928,
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information,
please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu.

rosenthal/vv
8-19-77
local + Mt newspape::-3

sports
Information Services

University of

ontana • missoula, montana 59801 • (406) 243-2522

FISHER RE'IDRNS TO HELP GRIZZLY DEFENSE

by
Bob Rosenthal
UM Sports Information Director
(This is the third in a five-part series on University of Montana football
for 1977.)

prosp~cts

Just in the nick of time.
Missoula Sentinel product Steve Fisher couldn't have picked a better time to return
to his home turf.
Fisher, one of the state's premiere high school linemen of the past decade, attended
Washington State University after graduating from Sentinel in 1974.

After two years there

and a redshirt season, he decided to return to Montana and play for the Grizzlies.
WSU's loss is UM's gain.
At 6-4, 240, Fisher has the size and strength to anchor the otherwise inexperienced
defensive front.

Able to play offense as well, Fisher is smart (carries an "A" average in

economics) and steady.

He will be a candidate for post-season honors at defensive tackle,

While sophomore Willie Grady (6-0, 235) will work at strong tackle with Fisher, the
quick tackle spot will be manned by a pair of sophomores.
Sam Martin (6-4, 240) and Robbie Dews (6-0, 215) are faced with possible starting
roles.

The first-string assignment is a toss-up but both will see plenty of playing time.

At nose guard, senior Joe Sobansky (6-2, 225) and sophomore Matt Van Wormer (6-1, 210)
from Missoula are working hard for the starting role.
The ends are experienced and that should help stabilize the defense unit.
- more -
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Senior letterman Bruce Carlson (6-1, 206) and junior letterman Scott Morton (6-0, 202)
are top candidates for starting assignments at defensive ends.
Carlson was sidelined after a shoulder injury in last season's opener against
Nevada-Las Vegas, although he did continue to do the kicking through the season.

Morton

steadily improved last year as a starter and played very tough defense at season's end.
Sophomores Kent Clausen (6-5, 215) and Barry Sacks (5-11, 175) provide additional
help at defensive end.

Another sophomore, Jim Hogan (6-0, 200) and frestnan John Heap

(6-3, 190) from Boulder, Colorado supply depth.
Two Missoula freshmen, Brett Barrick and Brad Woodford from Sentinel are good
prospects and positive additions at tackle.
The Grizzly defensive line won't feature the size or experience of its

offensive

counterpart, but according to line coach Gary Ekegren, it will get the job done.
"We think we've improved our technique and that will help us a great deal," Ekegren
said.
"We're quick and we're going to hustle, hustle, hustle."
·~e

may be forced to blitz and stunt now and then until we've matured to compensate

for our lack of experience.

I do think we have the makings of an aggressive defensive

line.
And with the addition of Steve Fisher, the situation is looking better all the time.
Linebackers and the defensive backs will be the subject of the next installment.
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